Prostitution in Europe
scope is very high: of 38 controlled girls between 18 and 20 years of age, 29, i. e., 75% were discovered to have gonorrhoea.77 Penzig declares that of prostitutes under 18, fully 50% are venereally infected. Pinkus, studying 1,357 inscribed prostitutes at Berlin found that at least 624, i. e., 45.9% had been syphilitically infected before enrolment.78 Paris statistics teach the same lesson: of 12,615 unregistered minors arrested between 1878 and 1887, 56.26% were syphilitic.79 More recent statistics sustain this result showing, as is claimed, that active disease is " ten times as common " among the unregistered minors as among the older women who are inscribed.80 In Zurich, 39-7% of the syphilitics described by Miiller and Ziircher were between 12 and 17 years qf age, 42% between 16 and 21 years old; of those (Tver 26 years old, very few indeed showed active signs of the disease, proving " the well-known saying, that the prostitute becomes syphilitically infected at the very outset of her career."81 Roget at Brussels verifies this conclusion; he states that most infections occur between 16 and 22.S2 At Munich, of 2,686 clandestines arrested and medically examined, 711 were found diseased, and of these, 326, i. e., over 50% were minors. That is to say, even assuming forcible inscription of adults, over $0% of the diseased would have been missed as the suf-
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70 Commenge, p. 235. These arrests are made on the score of disorder, not of suspected disease. Minors who behave go on with impunity. This is made clear below.
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